
   

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



AAddvveenntt  
November 27th – December 24th 

 
What is Advent? 
Advent is the name given to describe the four weeks leading up 
to Christmas. The word advent means “coming” or “the arrival 
of something important”. As Christians we use this time to 
prepare for the coming of the Messiah, Jesus, to earth as a 
human child. Traditionally, Advent begins on the fourth Sunday 
before Christmas which can be as early as November 27th or as 
late as December 3rd. 
 
It is important to note that Advent is a time of preparation, not 
celebration. It is a time of waiting and anticipation. In this way 
we identify with the people of Israel who lived in expectancy of 
the prophesied Messiah. As we identify with Israel’s waiting, we 
recognize our own need for the Saviour and how we too are a 
people of expectancy, waiting for the return of Christ. 

 
How Can we Participate in Advent? 
One way to participate in Advent is to use an Advent Wreath. 
The wreath is rich in symbolism and helps us focus our thoughts 
on Jesus. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



TThhee  AAddvveenntt  WWrreeaatthh::  
 
The Circle represents God’s never-ending love that He showed 
to us by sending Jesus to earth. 
 
The Greenery represents the everlasting life that comes from 
Jesus when we submit our lives to Him as our Lord, accept His 
forgiveness for our sins, and live our lives in obedience to Him. 
 
The 4 Candles are for the 4 Sundays before Christmas.   

 
The three purple candles represent the royalty of Jesus as the 
Son of God and the King of our lives. 

 
The pink candle represents the joy of having Jesus in our lives. 

 
The light that the candles give remind us that Jesus called 
Himself, “the light of the world” (John 8:12). 
 
The white centre candle is the Christ Candle. It represents the 
purity of Jesus and is lit on Christmas Day (and/or Christmas 
Eve) to remind us how, through His birth, He became “the true 
light that gives light to everyone” (John 1:9). 
 
 
 

CChhrriissttmmaass  
December 25th – January 5th 

 
For many of us, when we think about the 12 Days of Christmas, 
we just get that song stuck in our heads. Obviously, there’s 
more to it than that: the season of Christmas is 12 days of 
celebrating the fulfilment of God’s promises in the coming of 
Jesus.  
 



The number 12 is significant in the Bible, representing the 
people of God. In the Old Testament, Jacob had 12 sons whose 
descendants became the 12 tribes of Israel. In the New 
Testament we see Israel’s purposes symbolically fulfilled when 
Jesus selected 12 disciples on whom he built his church. Then in 
the book of Revelation we see 24 thrones and 24 elders 
representing both the Jewish and Gentile peoples of God being 
united in worship and celebration. 
 
Thus, in the 12 Days of Christmas, we celebrate what God has 
accomplished through Jesus to bring all of his people together 
in worship! 
 
 
 

DDaaiillyy  SSccrriippttuurree  RReeaaddiinngg  &&  PPrraayyeerr::  
 
Each day as you light a candle in your wreath, set aside some 
time for scripture and prayer. In the Advent portion of this 
booklet are Bible readings which follow what has come to be 
known as The Jesse Tree. Here we will read some of the stories 
and events which lead up to the coming of the Messiah; it is the 
Family Tree of Jesus. 
 
Once we reach the birth of Jesus, feel free to continue with 
daily readings for the 12 Days of Christmas. These initially cover 
the events directly following His birth. Then they continue with 
a few passages which speak directly to his identity and calling. 
 
If you would like to incorporate these readings into your daily 
prayer, there are two simple orders of prayer in this booklet 
(one for Advent and one for Christmas) which can be adapted 
for personal or group/family use. I have adapted these from the 
Daily Office of the Order for Baptist Ministries (OBM). 
 
 



FFoorr  FFaammiilliieess::  
 
If you are reading these passages as your own personal 
devotion, it might be enough for you to simply read, meditate, 
and pray through these scriptures. However, if you are reading 
these as a family, a little creativity can go a long way. 
 
Perhaps you can encourage your children to draw a picture 
based on the passage you read each day. Or maybe you want to 
make a Christmas tree ornament that reflects each of the 
readings so that every day you can add an ornament to your 
tree. Then your Christmas tree can tell the story of Jesus! 
 
As you can see below, our family uses simple wooden blocks 
with pictures painted on them, corresponding to the daily 
reading. Each day we add an extra block until we conclude with 
the star at the top on Christmas Eve. 
 
We also take turns leading our prayer time. Each day a different 
person gets to “lead” us through the prayers. The leader reads 
the standard text and the rest of the family responds with the 
bold text.  
 
Between taking turns 1) lighting the candle, 2) leading the 
prayer, 3) reading the text, and 4) placing the block, there’s lots 
of variety and ways for everyone to be involved! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Advent Prayer (ad. OBM) 
 
Call to Prayer: (Is. 55:6; Ps. 80:19) 
 Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
  call to him while he is near. 

Restore us, LORD ... 
look on us with favour, and we will be saved. 

 
[The Lighting of the Candle(s)] 

 
Word:  Daily Advent Reading 
 
 
Zechariah’s Song: (all together) 

Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, 
because He has visited 
and provided redemption for His people. 
He has raised up a strong deliverer for us 
in the house of His servant David... 
Because of our God’s merciful compassion, 
the Dawn from on high will visit us 
to shine on those who live in darkness 
and the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.  [Lk. 2:68-69, 78-79] 

 
Prayers: 
 The Lord be with you;  

and also with you; 
let’s pray: 

 
Time for personal or corporate prayers (silent or spoken). 
 

Let’s pray the prayer that Jesus taught us: 
 “Our Father…” 

 
Sending Benediction: (all together) 
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
as you believe in Him  
so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. ~ Amen.  [Rom. 15:13]  



Christmas Prayer (ad. OBM) 
 
Call to Prayer: (John 1:14) 
 The Word became flesh 
  and dwelt among us. 

We have seen his glory, 
as the one and only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 

 
[The Lighting of the Candles] 

 
Word:  Daily Christmas Reading 
 
 
The Prologue to Hebrews: 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors by the prophets 
at different times and in different ways. 
In these last days, 
he has spoken to us by his Son. 
God has appointed him heir of all things 
and made the universe through him. 
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory 
and the exact expression of his nature… [Heb. 1:1-3a] 

 
Prayers: 
 The Lord be with you;  

and also with you; 
let’s pray: 

 
Time for personal or corporate prayers (silent or spoken). 
 

Let’s pray the prayer that Jesus taught us: 
 “Our Father…” 

 
Sending Benediction: (all together) 
May God be gracious to us and bless us; 

Look on us with favour, 
so that Your way may be known on earth, 

Your salvation among all nations. ~ Amen. [Ps. 67:1-2]  



Daily Scripture Readings: 
 

Promise 
(Week One: Light one Purple Candle) 

 
Nov 27 
The Jesse Tree  
Isaiah 11:1-2 
 
Nov 28 
Created in the Image of God 
Genesis 1:26-31 
 
Nov 29 
The Results of Rebellion 
Genesis 3:1-19 
 
Nov 30 
The Flood and a Fresh Start 
Genesis 6:11-14; 7:17-8:3;  9:8-13 
 
Dec 1 
Promise to a Patriarch 
Genesis 12:1-7 
 
Dec 2 
Promise of Descendant 
Genesis 15:1-6 
 
Dec 3 
Sacrifice and Obedience 
Genesis 22:1-18 

 
 



Light 
(Week Two: Light two Purple Candles) 

 
 
Dec 4 
Jacob's Dream 
Genesis 28:10-22 
 
Dec 5 
Joseph's Kindness 
Genesis 37:1-36; 50:15-21 
 
Dec 6 
God's Commandments 
Deuteronomy 5:1-22 
 
Dec 7 
Rahab Hides the Spies 
Joshua 2:1-23 
 
Dec 8 
A Kinsman Redeemer 
Ruth 1:1-2:3; 4:13-14 
 
Dec 9 
Anointing a King 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 
Dec 10 
Shepherd over Israel 
2 Samuel 5:1-5 
 
 

 
 

 



Love 
(Week Three: Light Two Purple Candles, One Pink Candle) 

 
 
Dec 11 
Baal's Prophets Defeated 
1 Kings 18:16-39 
 
Dec 12 
Promise of a Saviour 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
Dec 13 
Peace 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
Dec 14 
Repentance and Forgiveness 
Jonah 3:1-10 
 
Dec 15 
God's People Saved 
Esther 3:12 – 4:17 
 
Dec 16 
Lifting Up the Small 
Micah 5:2-5a 
 
Dec 17 
Danger and Protection 
Daniel 6 
 
 
 

 



Hope 
(Week Four: Light Three Purple Candles, One Pink Candle) 

 
 
Dec 18 
Waiting by Faith 
Habakkuk 2:1-4 
 
Dec 19 
John the Baptist 
Luke 1:5-25 
 
Dec 20 
Baptism 
Matthew 3:1-6 
 
Dec 21 
Mary 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
Dec 22 
Joseph 
Matthew 1:18-24 
 
Dec 23 
The Journey 
Luke 2:1-5 
 
Dec 24 – Light the Christ Candle 
Immanuel: God with Us 
Luke 2:6-21 
 
 
 
 

 

 



The 12 Days of Christmas 
& Epiphany 

 
 

Dec 25 [Christmas Day] 
The Birth of Jesus 
Luke 2:1-20 
 
Dec 26 [Second Day of Christmas] 
Jesus is the Word 
John 1:1-5 
 
Dec 27 [Third Day of Christmas] 
The Word became Flesh 
John 1:9-14 
 
Dec 28 [Fourth Day of Christmas] 
Presentation, Prophecy, & Praise 
Luke 2:21-35 
 
Dec 29 [Fifth Day of Christmas] 
Strength, Wisdom, & Grace 
Luke 2:36-40 
 
Dec 30 [Sixth Day of Christmas] 

Wise Men Come to Worship 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Dec 31 [Seventh Day of Christmas] 
Out of Egypt 
Matthew 2:13-18 
 
Jan 1 [Eighth Day of Christmas] 

A Safe Return 
Matthew 2:19-23 
 
 
 



Jan 2 [Ninth Day of Christmas] 
In My Father’s House 
Luke 2:41-52 
 
Jan 3 [Tenth Day of Christmas] 
That We Might Live 
1 John 4:7-16 
 
Jan 4 [Eleventh Day of Christmas] 
The Fullness of God 
Colossians 1:13-20 
 
Jan 5 [Twelfth Day of Christmas] 
He Emptied Himself 
Philippians 2:5-11 
 
Jan 6 [Epiphany] 
Your Light Has Come 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  



NNootteess::  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



IImmppoorrttaanntt  DDaatteess::  
 
 

Nov. 27th  – Jesse Tree Readings Begin 

 
 

Dec. 1st    – First Sunday of Advent: Col. 1:15-20 

- 9:00 & 11:15 
 

Dec. 8th   – Second Sunday of Advent: Phil. 2:5-11 
- 9:00 & 11:15 

 

Dec. 15th  – Third Sunday of Advent: Luke 1:67-79 

- 9:00 & 11:15 
 

Dec. 20th  – Christmas Family Potluck 
- 6:00 

 

Dec. 22nd  – Fourth Sunday of Advent: Luke 1:46-55 
- 9:00 & 11:15 

 
Dec. 24th  --- Christmas Eve Service --- 6pm 
 
Dec. 29th   -- First Sunday of Christmas: Luke 2:29-32 

One Service -- 10am 
 

 


