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Charles Haddon Spurgeon lived from 1834-1892 and in that time became one of the 

greatest preachers of all time. In 1854, he came from a flourishing country pastorate to London’s 

New Park street Chapel. The building very quickly proved to be too small. Within 5 years, work 

began on Spurgeon’s Metropolitan Tabernacle. Under Spurgeon’s leadership The Kingdom of 

God was on the march with many great things taking place, including the printing and 

remarkable sales of Spurgeon’s sermons which by 1865 numbered 25,000 per week being 

translated into twenty languages. The Metropolitan Tabernacle congregation grew to over 6,000 

with 14,000 new members added during his 38-year ministry. The 3561 sermons preached at the 

two churches have been preserved in 63 volumes. An estimated 10 million people heard 

Spurgeon preach during his years of leadership. 

Ultimately, Spurgeon became history’s most widely read preacher. The 63 volumes of sermons 

became and stand as the largest set of books in the history of Christianity and are the equivalent 

to the 9th edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica. When Spurgeon died in 1892, 60,000 came to 

pay homage during the 3 days his body lay in state. The funeral procession that followed his 

hearse was over two miles long and 100,000 people stood along the way. There was a 

remarkable display of affection as London went into mourning with flags flying at half-mast and 

shops and pubs closed. 

The accomplishments of this Englishman whose masterful preaching astonished his generation 

are even more remarkable when you consider he had no advantages of privilege; he came from a 

small agricultural village. His education was mediocre by the standards of the time. His roots 

were rural and simple. So, what was the secret that gave Spurgeon the power to such effective 

preaching? Many factors have been cited such as his beautiful speaking voice, captivating style, 

commitment to the Bible, the depth of his spirituality and the ability to speak to the needs of the 

people. And he was devoted to prayer. 

When people would visit the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Spurgeon would take them to the 

basement where people were ALWAYS on their knees interceding for the church. It was then the 

pastor would declare “HERE IS THE POWERHOUSE OF THE CHURCH”. Perhaps this best 

explains the success of Charles Spurgeon. 

What a great example in faithfulness and prayer Spurgeon displayed. We as the church can learn 

much from those who have come before us when it comes to prayer. As the church, we need to 

be people of prayer. 

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 

from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 

land.” 2 Chron 7:14 NIV 

 Consider this, meditate on this and remember this as you are about to enter the great throne 

room of God for the great and awesome privilege of prayer. 
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